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At Blackrod Primary School we provide an ambitious, broad and balanced curriculum that is designed to meet

the needs of all children. Our curriculum provides our children with meaningful experiences and opportunities with

the knowledge and skills they need for life beyond Blackrod Primary School.

Our curriculum is organised and sequenced in a way that ensures the end points the children are working towards

are clear. Our children acquire the knowledge and skills they need to accomplish the end points by building on

what they have already learned.

Through our ‘Built for Blackrod’ curriculum we are driven to create a positive school culture where diversity and

equality is at the core. Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural development opportunities are woven throughout the

curriculum and assemblies which incorporate the Rights of a Child, Fundamental British Values, Safety and the

Equality Act 2010.

Our ambition is to develop the ‘whole child’, nurturing children’s talents and celebrating their achievements and

successes. Our values alongside our vision of ‘A joy in learning and life’ underpin all that we do at Blackrod Primary

School.

Our Curriculum
Built for… 
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English Curriculum Guarantee  - Our Intent

English at Blackrod Primary School 

The Blackrod Primary School English Curriculum is designed around using high-quality texts. We 

believe that all children are entitled to a broad and balanced English curriculum, which is 

delivered in a way which recognises the needs of our children and allows each individual to 

maximise their learning potential; preparing them for the application of English skills across the 

whole curriculum and life beyond primary education. 

Our English curriculum has allowed us to ensure that we continue to promote a love of reading, 

alongside explicitly teaching Reading, Writing and Grammar objectives in line with National 

Curriculum objectives. 

Oracy is at the heart of out teaching and learning approaches and we are striving to teach our 

children how to talk and communicate effectively and articulately. We want pupils to acquire a 

wide vocabulary, captured through a range of texts and modelled with high quality talk from 

adults in school. We believe we encourage our children, of all ages to become readers and 

writers, to embrace opportunities in a range of contexts with confidence and enthusiasm.



Why have we chosen Pathways to Write for our 
pupils? 

“I enjoy my English lessons because I 

learn new skills in small steps. This gives 

me extra confidence to do it on my 

own.”     Henry, 10 years old

“I really enjoy my English lessons because 

I love the texts! They are always 

interesting and our writing links to the 

text.”      Sophie, 7 years old



Mixed - aged planning 

Our English planning is adapted 

for our mixed-age classes. Each 

unit of work centres around one 

text which teachers can share 

and enjoy with the whole class. 

The writing objectives are married 

up from each year group and are 

taught through the text with 

plenty of opportunities to write 

purposeful and meaningful writing 

tasks. As we teach on a two –

yearly cycle, we ensure that 

children do not repeat the same 

text and that English lessons 

advance, inline with their 

progression of skills. 



High Quality Texts linked to the wider curriculum and 

Diversity 



Pathways to Write
Exemplar Practice: 

A Metacognitive process 

which sees the gradual 

transferral of responsibility 

between the teacher and 

pupils. 

I do - We do - You do 
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Year Group Long term planningYear 2 

example



Explicit teaching of Grammar within genresYear 2 

example



Progression of Skills Writing Composition

example



Progression of skillsYear 2 

example



Reading



Reading Curriculum Guarantee
Reading at Blackrod Primary School 

Reading sits at the heart of the English Curriculum at Blackrod Primary School Across each academic 

year, through all elements of the English and Reading offer, each student will cover all 5 plagues of 

reading1 so that, by the time they reach year 6 and beyond, they have a good understanding of them 

and are able to access more complex books expected of them during their secondary education. The 

reading spine should always remain a working document as new, exciting books are being written and 

published each year. 

Early Reading 

Children learn the 44 common sounds in the English language and are taught how to blend these 

sounds to decode (read) words. We start by teaching children to read and blend the first thirty Set 1 

sounds. Once they have conquered this skill, they start reading stories and texts that have words made 

up of the sounds they know. This means that they can embed and apply their phonic knowledge and 

start to build their reading fluency. Once secure, children learn Set 2 and Set 3 sounds and then read 

texts with increasingly more complex sounds and graphemes. Throughout this process there is a focus 

on comprehension, reading with expression and reading for enjoyment. Using the RWI SSP, children are 

taught in small groups which reflect their phonic knowledge and reading fluency. We regularly assess 

children so that they are taught in a group which matches their phonic knowledge. We make sure that 

pupils read books that are closely matched to their increasing knowledge of phonics and ability to read 

‘tricky words’; so they experience early reading success and gain confidence that they are readers. 

The use of a synthetic phonics programme gives children a strong start with their reading, writing and 

spelling. It is an effective tool to ensure children ‘keep-up’ rather than ‘catch up.’ The development of 

children’s phonic knowledge is embedded to also support a child’s writing skills. With regular 

assessments, we ensure we meet the needs of all pupils. The progress of each child is closely monitored 

and tracked and parents/carers are regularly updated in regards to their child’s learning. 

../../../CURRICULUM/Curriculum 2022+/ENGLISH/Literacy Spine/Reading Spine 23 - 24/Blackrod Reading spine front page & collection.pdf


Reading Curriculum Guarantee

Phonics and Early Reading Offer 

Children are taught in small groups using the RWI programme Staff undertake weekly CPD sessions with the Reading Lead Children access high quality, 
phonics matched reading books in their phonics sessions, for home reading (Book Bag Books) and via the Oxford Owl Website where the books read in 
sessions can be revisited to embed at home.

Post Phonics Reading Offer 

Post phonics, when children can read ‘accurately, fluently and with good comprehension’ (RWI Phonics), children will take part in a daily 40 minute 
reading lesson, in addition to their English lesson, using the RWI Comprehension programme. This 20-week programme provides an ideal stepping stone 
from Read Write Inc. Phonics onto wider literacy programmes in Key Stage 2.

KS2

The reading lessons will be planned using the following: 

• Whole class reading 

• Cracking Comprehension 

Reading lessons will focus on teaching the skills of reading as set out in the National Curriculum and using the reading content domains. 

Teachers track their coverage of the NC objectives to ensure a breadth of skills are taught across the year. 

In addition, 1 lesson every two weeks will be a Reading talk session. Teachers will model and encourage children to discuss their own 

reading. Modelling and scaffolding discussions with key questions to support and develop children’s discussion around their reading. 

This will give children the opportunity to talk about their reading likes/dislikes, discuss story/text content with peers, make recommendations 

and celebrate their love for reading. 



Spelling

Spellings are taught from the National Curriculum

Teachers plan to teach spellings and plan for children to 

practise/embed using a variety of activities/approaches within the 

English lesson or during Targeted Learning sessions

Early Readers/EYFS/KS1: Children are taught spellings within their

Phonics/Reading session following the systematic programme Read 

Write Inc

Post Phonics Readers/KS2: 6 spelling patterns, 5 Tricky words from the 

Common exception words and 4 curriculum words (KS2) 

Spellings are differentiated for SEN children and set to meet their 

current learning needs

These spellings are written with modelled cursive handwriting. 

Spelling Menu of activities is provided to support Home Learning

Children are assessed on their spellings each week 

English Curriculum Guarantee

Speaking and Listening

We recognise the importance of spoken language in pupils’ development 

across the whole curriculum; spoken language underpins the development of 

reading and writing. Children are encouraged to develop effective 

communication skills in readiness for later life. Opportunities to develop these 

skills include: talk partners, storytelling, role play and debating within lessons 

across the curriculum, class assemblies, School Council representatives and 

school productions. All of these speaking and listening skills are taught in 

Literacy, across the curriculum and during extra-curricular activities too. 

Children who require extra support in speaking and listening are referred to a 

Speech and Language therapist to further assess their needs. 

We recognise the need for all pupils to speak, read and write Standard English 

fluently and accurately, while acknowledging that a pupil’s own dialect or 

other language is of prime importance. All staff members are role models who 

promote Standard English and take care to sensitively correct children’s 

misconceptions with language.

We also provide a British Vocabulary Picture Scale intervention for pupils with 

English as an additional language. This is delivered regularly by an expert 

teacher who has a background in Speech and Language. 



Instilling a love for reading 

As well as listening to the students read, we will also read to them to not only promote a love reading but also to share more complex texts 
than those they can read alone. This spine has been collated to deliberately expose the children to a range of authors, genres and key 
texts that we would want them to have encountered by the time they leave primary education. All texts children have access to are high 
quality and age appropriate. Staff plan and prepare for reading in advance Staff read to children with expression, enthusiasm, intonation 
and showing enjoyment for reading which is obvious to the children. 

EYFS/KS1 Favourite Five 

‘Story Time and Vocabulary’ This sits alongside the English & Phonics planning Each Half Term, the children will have story time sessions from 
a selected ‘favourite five’ set of story books. These are stories which: - we believe are worth reading and re-reading – stories that children 
will love. - are more recent literature - are stories where children from minority ethnic backgrounds were the main protagonists in everyday 
situations.

Every day 20 minutes for Story time and a further, separate 10 minutes for Vocabulary time Guidance and planning for learning is followed 
from the RWI ‘Talk through stories’ Resources These books are promoted and available for children to take home from the Reading Zones 
across school 

Class Novel/Reading a book to children This sits separately from the English planning session needs to be timetabled and evident 4x per 
week for 15-20 mins

Additional sessions can be added at suitable times in the day. The book/chapters need to be read by the teacher/TA in advance The 
purpose of these sessions are: For children to enjoy being read to, to explore a variety of new authors/texts/genres For children to discover 
their own reading preferences, To inspire children to read and love reading To develop language and vocabulary.

Individual Reading 

Book banded books allow teachers/TA’s to match texts to children’s reading ability, allowing them to access a suitable text. 

Reading Curriculum Guarantee



Why have we changed our approach?

What is Whole Class Reading? 

Whole class reading means that all pupils can read with the teacher more often, moving faster through more or longer 
texts and benefiting from the teacher’s expert explanations, modelling, questioning and feedback.

Why does this approach work for our pupils?

• To support children to become better readers.

• To provide children an opportunity to gain ‘reading miles.’

• To provide an opportunity for children to hear modelled 

reading from an expert who ‘loves’ reading.

• To deepen and broaden children’s bank of vocabulary. 

• To support children with activating background knowledge and teaching complex themes. 

DfE – The Reading Framework, July 2023 



What do our pupils say about Reading?

We can discuss all 

of the words 

together with the 

Teacher. 
Florence

It’s easier to 

understand the 

story. 
Ted

Reading together 

instead of on your 

own. 
Rory

We might get to 

read the whole 

book rather than a 

little bit. 
Jai

I love the 

anticipation when 

the Teacher reads.
Eve

I like that I can 

share my ideas with 

the whole class.
Lucas



Our Reading Spine
Texts linked to the 5 Plagues of Reading 

by Doug Lemov

Texts linked Diversity Texts linked to our Built for Blackrod 

Curriculum



What do we do to embed a love of Reading?

Author, illustrator and 

Poet Visits

Octagon Theatre 

Workshops 

Book Fairs and Book 

Swaps

Cosy reading spaces 

filled with high quality 

texts



What do we do to embed a love of Reading?

The Masked Reader!
World Book Day!

Star Reader Awards

Reading ChallengesReading Ambassadors



Curriculum Ambassadors

24

We will work together to ensure that

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural

development takes place in all subject

areas, supporting our subject leaders

with things such as learning walks,

observations and pupil voices. An

Ambassador would also get the

opportunity to:

 Write articles for the school 

newsletter

 Lead an assembly for the whole 

school

 Award certificates and merits for 

their subject

 Write a report for the governors

 Planning enhancements and 

school trips



Assessment Model 
ReadingIntent

RWI Phonics Scheme

Quality text in Phonics/Guided read 

sessions

English High quality resources  

Research base

English Policy 

Curriculum Overview

Q&A Planning and review meetings 

in teams

Implementation

Systematic phonics teaching

Daily phonics/reading sessions

Additional 1:1 tutoring/reading for 

lowest 20% 

Class Novel 

English sessions based on a quality 

text 

Favourite Five (KS1)

Reading Challenges

Bespoke Key Stage reading areas

5 Plagues of reading textsImpact
Teacher Assessment 

Half termly individual phonics 

assessments

Half termly book band check

Salford Reading Test

PIRA termly assessments

1:1 Readers

M&E of Impact

Q&A Planning and Review 

Meetings

Pupil progress meetings

Learning Talks

Reading folder/Diary checks

• Children in EYFS and KS1 are assessed half termly on their phonic ability. Children are 

grouped accordingly based on their assessment results.

• All KS1 and KS2 children partake in reading assessments termly on their reading ability. 

• All children complete a Salford Reading test termly and receive 1:1 reading regularly to 

ensure they are on the correct book band.  

• Children’s scaled Reading score and progress is recorded and progress is tracked

• Interventions for phonics (EYFS/KS1) and fluency (KS2) are put in place to support those 

who are not meeting their target. 

• Reading analysis informs planning and support



Writing Assessment 
• Cold Writing – A clear understanding of childrens’ starting points 

• 2x Assessment writes – mid and end of unit [12x throughout the year] 

Assessment criteria

Is used to support 

teacher

judgements across

the year.  



Writing Assessment 
• Exemplification to support teachers’ judgements 

• Feeding forward slips 

We check that 

“Feedback has been 

heard, is actionable and 

has been understood.”
Dylan William 

Teachers use exemplification 

materials to support their 

judgements. 

Feedback slips are used before

Independent writing, to promote 
reflection. 



EYFS
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Cultural Capital for English

Our understanding of ‘knowledge and cultural 

capital’ is derived from the following wording 

in the national curriculum:

‘It is the essential knowledge that pupils need 

to be educated citizens, introducing them to 

the best that has been thought and said and 

helping to engender an appreciation of 

human creativity and achievement.’

Ofsted School Inspection Handbook 2019

Cultural 
Capital in 

English

Possibilities

Environment

Citizenship 
& 

Community

Well-Being



Cultural Capital for English

At Blackrod, Cultural Capital is seen in the way we incorporate our drivers of Possibilities, Environment, 

Community and Well-Being, into all of our areas of learning and by striving to provide the children the 

opportunities to experience and develop understanding of different cultural genres which may not be 

readily accessible to them outside of School.

During English sessions we look closely at significant figures, authors and stories with meaning to our 

wider world. We give children opportunities to attend book fairs, to be introduced to authors and new 

genres of books, workshops and incentives to engage reading such as our reading challenges. We also 

immerse children into speaking and listening opportunities by taking part in Drama workshops. Children 

at Blackrod are able to visit our school library and we have close links with Blackrod library and Bolton 

Museum.

By giving the children the opportunity to lead their learning with our provision and classroom 

environment and resources, alongside accessing enhancements such as educational visits, speakers, 

workshops etc, they are able to develop a stronger sense of identity and become educated citizens 

who learn from the events, people, ideas they study.



Cultural Capital
for English

BPS’S ENGLISH CULTURAL CAPITAL OFFER INCLUDES:

 A PROGRESSIVE VOCABULARY OVERVIEW

 KEY STAGE READING AREA ENHANCEMENTS

 SCHOOL LIBRARY

 LIBRARY LOANS FROM BOLTON LIBRARY SERVICE

 LINKS WITH THE LOCAL AREA, EG. LIBRARY, MUSEUM, OCTAGON THEATRE, SIMON SULLIVAN-
LOCAL PERFORMER, JEN CARNEY- LOCAL AUTHOR. 

 EXTRA CURRICULA CLUBS –

o Octagon

o Reading and illustrating

 SCHOOL TRIPS –

o Museum visits

o LEAF Cobble Hay Farm – Farm to Fork 

 SCHOOL VISITORS –

o Simon Sullivan- local performer

o Jen Carney- local author

o Matt Goodfellow- local poet

o Paul Cookson

 ENHANCEMENT DAYS AND ASSEMBLIES–

o World Book Day 

o Book Fair 

o Roald Dahl Day

o Poetry Day

o Reading Challenges

o Reading award


