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At Blackrod Primary School we provide an ambitious, broad and balanced curriculum that is designed to meet

the needs of all children. Our curriculum provides our children with meaningful experiences and opportunities with

the knowledge and skills they need for life beyond Blackrod Primary School.

Our curriculum is organised and sequenced in a way that ensures the end points the children are working towards

are clear. Our children acquire the knowledge and skills they need to accomplish the end points by building on

what they have already learned.

Through our ‘Built for Blackrod’ curriculum we are driven to create a positive school culture where diversity and

equality is at the core. Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural development opportunities are woven throughout the

curriculum and assemblies which incorporate the Rights of a Child, Fundamental British Values, Safety and the

Equality Act 2010.

Our ambition is to develop the ‘whole child’, nurturing children’s talents and celebrating their achievements and

successes. Our values alongside our vision of ‘A joy in learning and life’ underpin all that we do at Blackrod Primary

School.

Our Curriculum
Built for… 

Bravery     Learning    Aspiration    Citizenship   Kindness   Respect    Optimism   Determination

C
u

rr
ic

u
lu

m
 I
n

te
n

t
V

a
lu

e
s



RE Intent
At Blackrod Primary School, we believe that it is important for all our pupils 

to learn from and about religion, so that they can understand the world 

around them. The aim of Religious Education in our school is to help 

children to acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of 

Christianity and the other principal religions represented in Great Britain; to 

appreciate the way that religious beliefs shape life and behaviour, 

develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about 

religious and moral issues and enhance their spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural development. 



Implementation

Religious Education is taught throughout the school in such a way as to 

reflect the overall aims, values, and philosophy of Blackrod Primary 

School. It plays an important role, along with all other curriculum areas, 

particularly PSHE, in promoting social awareness and understanding in our 

children. We encourage our pupils to ask questions about the world and to 

reflect on their own beliefs, values and experiences. We include and 

promote British Values, ensuring that children are aware of their rights and 

responsibilities as UK citizens. Our curriculum is designed to encourage 

creativity, imagination, enquiry, debate, discussion and independence.



Drivers & 

Values

Curriculum 

Principles

National 

Curriculum 

Coverage 

Map

Framework 
Subject 

Journeys

Curriculum 

Overview

EYFS & KS1 

NC 

Concept 

links

Personal 

Develop-

ment

Overview

Breadth 

INTENT

Vision 

Statement 

Vision and Values 

Project Plans
Planning Q & A and 

Review Meeting

Revisions, Resources, 

Provision and 

Enhancements

Share planning 

sessions
Delivery

IMPLEMENTATION

Teaching and Learning

Monitoring

Overview
Project Reflections

Assessment

Teacher 

assessment and 

data

Case Study
Planning Q & A 

and Review 

Meeting

Evaluation

IMPACT

Breadth Teaching and Learning Vision and Values 

Curriculum Design Processes



RE Progression



RE journey
Long term overview 



Religious Education Knowledge Blocks
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Religious Education  - Knowledge Blocks

Artefacts and
Sacred Text

Places of worship
Beliefs and 
practices

Festivals, 
celebrations and 
significant events

Gods or Spiritual 
Leaders 

Religion, symbol and followers: Muslims follow Islam and Jews follow Judaism etc.

Places of worship – church, synagogue, temple or mosque.

Artefacts and sacred text - Bible, Torah, Qur’an,  Bhagavad Gita or artefacts such as prayer 

wheels, clothing, books or candles. 

Beliefs and practices – identifying key beliefs such as: Christians believe God is very willing to 

forgive if they are sorry. Hindu beliefs about samsara – the cycle of life death and rebirth travelled 

by the atman through various reincarnations.

Festivals, celebrations and significant events – Eid, Christmas, Diwali and Hanukah etc.

Gods or Spiritual Leaders – God, Brahman, Ganesh or Priests, victors or Desmond Tutu etc.

Religion, symbol 
and followers



Knowledge 
Builders

- KS1, LKS2 and 
UKS2 examples
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Enquiry Questions

1. Who are Muslims and 

what do they believe?

2. What are the 5 pillars of 

Islam?

3. How and when do 

Muslims pray?

4. Who is Allah and why is 

he important to Muslims?

Religion, symbol and followers

BLACKROD PRIMARY SCHOOL – KNOWLEDGE BUILDERS
Religious Education: Who is Muslim and how do they live?

Gods or Spiritual Leaders 

Places of worship

A mosque is a place

of prayer for Muslims,

or followers of the 

religion of Islam. 

Within the Mosque

followers of Islam can pray, be taught 

about their religion and receive support 

from their community.

Beliefs 

The Five Pillars of Islam are an important part of Muslim life. They are 

five things that a Muslim must do so they can live a good and 

responsible life. They include:

1. Shahadah – declaration of faith. 

2. Salah - Muslims must pray five times a day

3. Zakat (or Zakah) - giving to those in need

4. Sawm - fasting during Ramadan

5. Hajj - making the pilgrimage to the holy city of Makkah (Mecca).

Muslims are called to prayer 5 times a day as part of their Ibadah. 

When Muslims pray, they must always face Makkah in Saudi Arabia. 

Artefacts and Sacred Text

The Qur'an is the holy book of Islam. 

Muslims believe the Qur'an to

be the word of God and

as such it describes Allah as kind, 

compassionate and forgiving. 

As part of their faith Muslims use

prayer beads called subha, which 

means to glorify God (Allah). 

As part of their Ibadah Muslims use 

the beads to focus their prayers. 

Followers of Islam are called Muslims. 

Muslims believe there is one true God Allah (the Arabic

word for God).

The faith of Islam is symbolized by the Crescent and Star. The 

Crescent is the early phase of the moon and represents progress. 

The star presents knowledge.

Allah is the name Muslims 

use for their God. 

Muslims believe that Allah

is One God, indivisible and 

absolute; nothing comes 

close to him as the 

ultimate source of power 

and creation.

• Prayer is what connects 

Muslims with Allah. Iit is an act 

of love to show Allah that we 

are grateful for all the 

wonderful, beautiful blessings 

that he has given us.

• Muslims pray five times a day. 

The time of each prayer 

depends on the sun, which 

means that we pray at 

different times daily.

KS1 example



Enquiry Questions

1. What is Hindu Dharma?

2. How and why do many Hindus perform Puja?

3. What is dharma and what can we learn from 

the story of King Yudhishtira?

4. What does the Ramayana tell Hindus about 

dharma? 

5. How and why do many Hindus celebrate 

Diwali?

BLACKROD PRIMARY SCHOOL – KNOWLEDGE BUILDERS
Religious Education : What does it mean to be a Hindu in Britain today? 

The Hindu Dharma:

The Hindu Dharma has 

its origins in India and is 

the most ancient of the 

larger religious world 

views in the world 

today. Many stories in 

the Hindu Dharma try 

to explain what the 

dharma is for humans 

and they will help 

Hindus to fulfil their 
duty. 

Puja:

For many Hindus it is important that they connect with Brahman, the ultimate reality and they will 

perform puja in their home or in the mandir. The puja will take place at the shrine which is often 

dedicated to a deity within the Hindu Dharma. The shrine will often contain a murti which is a statue of 
the deity. The puja focuses the Hindu on Brahman and helps them fulfil their dharma or purpose. 

The Ramayana:

One of the great epic poems of the Hindu Dharma is the 
Ramayana which is connected to the festival od Diwali. 
The main characters of the Ramayana, Rama and his wife 
Sita are good examples to Hindus as to how they can fulfil 
their dharma. The story of the Ramayana is one of good 
overcoming evil and the festival of Diwali is celebrated all 
over the world to remember this. 

Artefacts & Sacred Texts:

Artefacts of Hinduism 
are statue’s of deities 
such as Ganesh, 
Diwali lamps, prayer 
beads and Rangoli
patterns. 
The sacred text of 
Hinduism is called
The Veda.

Religion, symbol and followers:

• Aum/om (letters)

• Swastika (ancient 

religious Symbol)

• Trishula (trident)

Followers of Hinduism are 

called Hindu’s.

Festivals, celebrations and significant 

events

Diwali - is the festival of lights. 

It is celebrated in late October or 

early November. This is the Hindu 

New Year.

Holi - The festival which marks the 

coming of spring. It is held in March 

or April. 

Places of worship:

The Hindu place of worship is 
called a 'Mandir' (Temple). 
Hindus also pray and hold 
religious ceremonies. at Puja’s or 
shrines in their homes. 

Gods or Spiritual Leaders:

Trimurti, the term denotes 
“having three forms,” refers 
to the three main Hindu 
gods - Brahma, Vishnu, and 
Shiva.
Swamis serve as the spiritual 
and religious leader/ 
minister of his or her Hindu 
temple or organization.

Beliefs:

• Samsara, or reincarnation, is the 

cycle of birth and death.

• Moksha means liberation from 

samsara or the cycle of birth and 

death after leading a good life.

• Dharma means the right way, 

path or purpose.

• Brahman or the supreme being.

LKS2 example



Enquiry Questions

1. What is the ‘big story’ from the Bible?
2. How does Incarnation and Salvation fit within 

the ‘Big Story’?
3. What is the connection between Jesus’ death 

as a sacrifice and how Christians celebrate 
Holy Communion?

4. How do Christians put their beliefs into 
practice in different ways?

5. Why do people sacrifice in their own life today 
and what impact does this have?

BLACKROD PRIMARY SCHOOL – KNOWLEDGE BUILDERS
Religious Education: What do Christians believe Jesus did to ‘save’ people? 

Beliefs & Places of worship
Q4 - There are many different ways in which 
Christians choose to worship God and honour 
the sacrifices he made for them. They may 
choose to attend Church and pray with others; 
they may choose to worship God in the 
comfort of their own home; they may choose 
to attend ‘informal’ worship which can often 
consist of dancing, singing and chanting. As 
well as worshipping God, Christians show their 
beliefs through their actions. They vow to be 
good, charitable people and may help out 

with local foodbanks and homeless shelters.

Key Vocabulary Definition 

Incarnation The process by which a spiritual being takes form in a body (incarnates)

Messiah A person believed to be the saviour, who has come to bring salvation to 
humankind

Salvation The idea that we can be saved from harm

Saviour A person or deity who saves someone or something from harm/danger

Sacrifice The act of offering something or giving something up in order to get 
something back or help somebody else

Holy Communion The service of Christian worship at which bread and wine are consecrated 
and shared

Q1 – In Christianity, the ‘big 

story’ is known as Holy 
week which is the week 
leading up to Easter 
Sunday. The week begins 
on Palm Sunday and 
includes the events of the 
Last Supper, Jesus’ arrest in 
Gethsemane, Jesus’ 
crucifixion on Good Friday 
and his resurrection on 
Easter Sunday. 

Q3 – Christians remember Jesus’ death and resurrection throughout the year, particularly through the celebration 

of communion/the Lord’s Supper. Usually during a church service, Christians will have the opportunity to take 
bread and wine, this links with the Passover celebrating during holy week but also connects with sacrifice as the 
wine represents Jesus’ blood and the bread represents his body. This act continues to acknowledge Christ’s 
selfless act of sacrifice and for Christians to give thanks to Jesus. 

Q2 – Christians believe that through Jesus’ incarnation, 
God began the process of salvation from sin, making it 
possible for humans to have a full relationship with him 
and go to Heaven. As Jesus was the son of God, most 
Christians believe that he could not have been 
conceived and born like a normal human.

Q5 – Still today people make sacrifices as 
they believe sacrifice is good and 
necessary for making the world a better 
place. People sacrifice their own time to 
help others in needs. Giving money or 
goods to charity can be seen an act of 
sacrifice to help others.

UKS2 example



Cultural Capital

Our understanding of 
‘knowledge and cultural capital’ 
is derived from the following 
wording in the national 
curriculum:

‘It is the essential knowledge that 
pupils need to be educated 
citizens, introducing them to the 
best that has been thought and 
said and helping to engender an 
appreciation of human creativity 
and achievement.’

15
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Cultural Capital Religious Education
What is Cultural Capital at Blackrod for Religious Education?

At Blackrod, Cultural Capital is seen in the way we incorporate our drivers of Possibilities, Environment, 

Community & Citizenship and Well-Being, into all of our areas of learning and by striving to provide the children 
the opportunities to experience and develop understanding of different cultural genres which may not be 

readily accessible to them outside of School.

Religion and beliefs inform our values and are reflected in what we say and how we behave. RE is an important 

subject in itself, developing an individual’s knowledge and understanding of the religions and beliefs which form 

part of contemporary society. 

As part of your curriculum offer, children have enhancements such as educational visits, speakers, workshops 

etc. whilst engaging with the local community and their environment on targeted projects, they are able to 

develop a stronger sense of identity and become educated citizens who learn from the events, people, ideas 

they study.

RE at Blackrod Primary School plays an important role in preparing pupils for adult life, employment and lifelong 

learning. It helps children and young people become successful learners, confident individuals and responsible 

citizens. It gives them the knowledge, skills and understanding to discern and value truth and goodness, 

strengthening their capacity for making moral judgements and for evaluating different types of commitment to 

make positive and healthy choices.

RE subject matter at Blackrod Primary School gives particular opportunities to promote an ethos of respect for 

others, challenge stereotypes and build understanding of other cultures and beliefs. This contributes to 

promoting a positive and inclusive school ethos that champions democratic values and human rights.



Cultural Capital
for Religious 

Education

BPS’S RE CULTURAL CAPITAL OFFER 
INCLUDES:

A PROGRESSIVE VOCABULARY OVERVIEW

RE KEY STAGE READING AREA ENHANCEMENTS 

RE PROJECT PROVISION RESOURCES

SIGNIFICANT PEOPLE - RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL LEADERS EMBEDDED INTO SUBJECT JOURNEY 

TERMLY PROJECTS LOANS IN CLASSROOM PROVISION

SCHOOL TRIPS –

Commonwealth Grave Commissioner 

Blackrod Cenotaph  - Act of Remembrance 

Community hampers, raffles and newsletters 

KS1 Christmas carol nursing home tour (suspended due to COVID 2021/22) 

KS2 Mosque / synagogue (2 year cycle) 

KS1 Hindu Temple / church (2 year cycle) 

SCHOOL VISITORS –

Diwali Dance Workshop 

Dragon Dance workshop 

ENHANCEMENT DAYS AND ASSEMBLIES–

Diwali 

Harvest assembly and collection 

Remembrance Day 

Winter performances 

Chinese New Year 

Easter assembly, egg competition and bonnet parade 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 



Religious Education Sticky Learning
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Cyclical: Children return to the 

same disciplinary and 

substantive concepts during 

their time in school

Prior Knowledge: Upon returning to each 

concept, prior knowledge is utilised so 

children can build on previous 

foundations, rather than starting again

Increasing depth: Each 

time a concept is revisited, 

it is covered with greater 

complexity. 

Lesson Structure and Delivery: Lessons are structured 

using retrieval practice, dual coding and using small 

steps to allow children to access the historical 

enquiry cycle: Question – Investigate – Interpret -

Evaluate and Conclude - Communicate

Knowledge Builders: 

these provide a children 

friendly overview of key 

knowledge, skills and 

vocabulary. 

Formative assessment

Lesson contains the ‘Assessing 

progress and understanding’ 

overview which helps teachers 

to identify those children who 

are secure in their learning or 

working at a greater depth in 

each lesson. Teachers make a 

judgement at the end of each 

project when the children 

complete composite piece such 

as a quiz or fact file.

Summative assessment

Children have end of term, year group 

endpoint assessments to support 

teacher project judgement across the 

year.

Review Days – half termly. Ignite prior 

knowledge and revisit areas of 

development. End of project 

composite and endpoints support 

the delivery.

Endpoints: end points the 

children are working towards 

are clear.In
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